
 
HT 671 D The Theology of John Wesley 
 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Elmer M. Colyer 
3 credits; letter grade or credit/no credit 
Prerequisites: HT 521D U.M. History and HT 653D U.M. Doctrine 
 
John Wesley is the father of Methodism and the most significant influence on the subsequent Wesleyan 
theological heritage. This course examines selected writings of John Wesley, especially his standard 
sermons, as well as letters, theological tracts, his journal and Charles Wesley=s hymns on the Trinity.  The 
course provides students with an overview of Wesley=s theology, including his theological method, and 
relates it to the practice of ministry.  It is a seminar-style course with presentations and open discussions 
oriented around the readings.   
 
Course Objectives: 
  1. To understand the main themes of Wesley=s theology 
  2. To understand Wesley=s theological method 
  3. To understand Wesley=s concern to always integrate theology and practice 
  4. To relate Wesley=s theology to ministry and the church today 
  5. To enter into critical dialogue with Wesley=s theology  
 
M.Div. Curricular Goals Fulfilled By this Course (emphasis added): 
 Nurture habits and disciplines of study, prayer, and reflection that increase their love of God and 
   neighbor and shape their personal and professional lives  
 Be formed by, live in, & minister out of Scripture & the historical & theological tradition of the Church 
 Interpret the Christian Scriptures through faithful exegesis and in light of the Christian tradition 
 Preach the Word of God with faithfulness and clarity 
 Lead worship and administer the sacraments with theological integrity and to the glory of God 
 Engage contemporary theological and ethical issues with insight and humility 
 Educate and equip individuals and congregations to live and minister joyfully and faithfully as part of 
   their own denomination and the ecumenical church 
 Integrate theology and practice in all areas of life and ministry 
 

MAMC Curricular Goals Fulfilled By this Course (emphasis added): 

 Articulate and reflect critically and constructively on the biblical and theological foundations of  

  God's mission to the world 

 Develop skills and capacities for faithful and competent Christian witness 

 
Course Requirements: 

1. Completion of readings, about 1000 pages (10% of final grade) 
  2. Conscientious class participation (10% of grade) 
  3. Three 3-4 page reflection papers (30% of grade) 
  4. 10-12 page final paper (50% of grade) 
 
Required Texts: 
   Albert C. Outler, John Wesley. Oxford University Press, 1964, 1980. 
    The Works of John Wesley: Vols. 1 & 2: Sermons.  Bicentennial Edition. Abingdon Press, 1984, 1985. 
   A. Outler & R. Heitzenrater, ed., John Wesley=s Sermons: An Anthology. Abingdon Press, 1991. 
   Randy Maddox, Responsible Grace. Kingswood Books, 1994. 
   Charles Wesley, Hymns on the Trinity.  Reprint by the Charles Wesley Society, 1998. 
 
Pre-Load Assignment (To be completed by the first class) 
 
   read:   READ ALL THE MATERIAL IN THE COURSE SYLLABUS FOR WEEK 1 
    THE SYLLABUS IS ON THE MOODLE SITE FOR THE COURSE 


